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March 31st 2021 

 
Application ref 210179 – Sand Martins Golf Club, Finchampstead Rd 
 
Dear Mark 
 
In principle, the Parish Council have no objections to application 210179, however traffic should be 
able to enter and exit this site from Finchampstead Rd simultaneously so there is no build up on the 
B3016.  This may entail re-engineering the current entrance and exit. 
 
Sand Martins Golf Club and its location is familiar to many residents of the parish, both with regards 
to golf and being a social venue, but also because it occupies a highly valued area of local green 
space and contains a number of Rights of Way connecting Finchampstead with Wokingham Town 
Centre. 
 
In very many local public surveys, including for the emerging Finchampstead Neighbourhood 
Development Plan; the emerging Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan and the current 
Wokingham Borough Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan; - the provision of a safe cycling route 
between Finchampstead and Wokingham town centre is a consistently high priority.  
 
One of the best options to help achieve this would be an upgrade of the current Public Footpath 
which runs parallel to Evendons Lane along the northern boundary of the golf course. Improving this 
to Bridle Path status would provide a vital alternative to cycling along the narrow rural part of 
Evendons Lane, offering a safe family friendly route from the byway of Nashgrove Lane to the more 
urban part of Evendons Lane. 
 
There are a number of equestrian centres to the north of Evendons Lane; the upgrade of this 
Footpath to Bridle Path would doubtless be of great value to local riders, especially in the event of 
any increased traffic in Evendons Lane as a result of these development proposals.   
 
Even a simple agreement to upgrade the RoW status to a Bridle Way would be of enormous benefit 
to the local Borough, Town and Parish Councils, who could then work together on any physical 
upgrades required.  
 
Regarding the potential positive enhancement to the plans, we believe that such an offer would help  
meet the requirements of the Wokingham Borough Council Core Strategy, which states that; 
 
Policy CP1 (Sustainable Development)‘…the development must demonstrate how they support 
opportunities for reducing the need to travel, particularly by private car…’ 
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Policy CP6 (Managing Travel Demand) ‘ …planning permission will be granted for schemes that: 
a) Provide for sustainable forms of transport to allow choice;  
c) Improve the existing infrastructure network, including road, rail and public transport, enhance 
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists, including provision for those with reduced mobility, and other 
users 
 

We believe that it could also help mitigate concerns of local residents about the increase in traffic 
into the golf club as a result of the expanded facilities, by providing an option to reduce other local 
car journeys through increased provision for safe cycling.   
 
We do believe that such a meaningful upgrade to our local Rights of Way would have little or no 
impact on the development plans or the overall functioning of Sand Martins Golf Club.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 

Gordon Veitch 

 
Cllr Gordon Veitch 
Planning Chair. 
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